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Additional information

Contents & Purpose This lesson’s unit offers various activities connected with Greek
mythology. From It ranges from the meaning of myth, to the nature of
Greek heroes and various moral myths (Echo and Narcissus, Daedalus
and Icarus and Phaeton), the various constellations and the influence
of Greek myths on art and poetry in later centuries.

* The lessons include background for the teachers on the theme of
ancient heroes. The lesson offers seven suggested lesson activities:
popular children’s author Rick Riordan discusses mythology,

* Heroes then and now- on the characteristics of heroes from
contemporary and ancient society,

* Activity on the Greek characters’ choices and accountability- Echo,
Narcissus, Paethon, Icarus),

* Activity on how myths explain natural phenomena,

* Activity on artwork which depicts Greek heroes whom the students
need to identify,

* An activity on familiar words which originated from myth,

* Myth as an inspiration for art and poetry.

The lesson also provides a list of recommended websites and further
reading which can be used for teaching these subjects.

Further comments These lessons are intended to give the students a rich background and
better understating of Greek mythology and its intricate world. The
nature of Greek heroism is discussed, in the form of, for example,
stories on Odysseus and Herakles. The modern reception of these
heroes is also included, with an interview with popular children’s
author, Rick Riordan.

The lessons focus not only on understanding the original ancient
myths but also on their later influence and reception in various fields,
such as prose, art, poetry and even science (the constellations), as can
be seen from the various lesson activities. The students are
encouraged to check the connection between myth and artwork,
between myth and familiar words and idioms and more.

Therefore the lessons not only provide the relevant background but
also showcase how the Greek mythological words is still relevant in
today’s modern world.
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