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Creators

Photograph courtesy of
the Author.

Franciszek Kobryńczuk , 1929 - 2016
(Author)

A veterinarian, professor of veterinary sciences specializing in animal
anatomy (an authority on the anatomy of the Polish bison), writer, and
poet.  1948–1950:  a  member  of  a  secret  youth organization active
within  the  post-WW2  underground  connected  to  Armia  Krajowa
[Home Army],  banned by the Communist  regime;  in 1950 he was
sentenced to a 10-year prison term for this activity; fully exonerated
after the fall of Communism. Graduated from the Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine of the Warsaw University of Life Sciences (SGGW); from
1994 to 2000 Head of the Department of Animal Anatomy at the same
University. Debuted as an author for children in 1958 with a short
poem Sowa [Owl], published in children’s magazine “Miś”; contributor
to several other magazines for children and young adults, such as
“Świerszczyk,” “Płomyk,” “Płomyczek,” and “Mały Apostoł”; author of
about  30  books  for  children,  young  adults  and  adults;  a  former
member of the Polish Writers’ Union; now his poems can be found
most  of  all  online.  The  page  ewa.bicom.pl/wierszedzieci  run  by  a
Kobryńczuk’s admirer, Ewa Białek, functions as the official website for
Kobryńczuk’s poems for children.

Source:

Materials kindly provided by the Author.

Bio prepared by Maciej Skowera, University of Warsaw,
mgskowera@gmail.com
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Additional information

Summary Apollo, the god of beauty, is also the guardian of the nine Muses, for
whom he cares deeply. Pierus, the king of Macedonia and father to
nine daughters, states they could take the place of the Muses and be
better. Apollo immediately turns Pierus’ daughters into magpies when
he hears this boast. In the ending, the lyrical I says that he hears
magpies outside his house every day at dawn and believes they are the
counterparts  of  Clio  and Erato  because  they  bring  him facts  and
rhymes.

Analysis The first  part  of  the  poem describes  Apollo  and the  nine  Muses,
hinting at the areas they were responsible for. In the second part, we
meet Pierus and learn about the fate that befell his daughters (the
musical  contest,  present  in  the  mythological  accounts,  is  not
mentioned). Franciszek Kobryńczuk writes about the metamorphosis
of humans into animals – which is one of his favourite topics – being a
divine punishment. In this work, attention is drawn to the last stanza,
in which the lyrical I is revealed, telling how magpies/Muses help him
write poems. Thus, the work contains a derivation from the classical
tradition addressing the Muses directly as patronesses of artists and
transmitters of inspiration.

Classical, Mythological,
Traditional Motifs,
Characters, and
Concepts

Apollo Calliope Clio Erato Euterpe Macedonia Melpomene
Metamorphosis Muses Pierides Pierus Polyhymnia / Polymnia
Terpsichore Thalia Urania

Other Motifs, Figures,
and Concepts Relevant
for Children and Youth
Culture

Animals Emotions Relationships Violence
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